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Molecular Cloning of a Novel Transmembrane Protein MOLT 
Expressed by Mature Oligodendrocytes
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A novel oligodendrocyte (OL)-specific cDNA was isolated from brain capillary
endothelial cells and characterized. The cDNA encodes a protein of 1099 amino acids
that contains a signal peptide and a transmembrane domain. The protein was
expressed in mature OLs in vivo and in vitro cell cultures and was thus designated as
mature OL transmembrane protein (MOLT). RT-PCR analysis showed that MOLT
mRNA was expressed in brain, lung, pancreas, and testis. A polyclonal antibody
raised against a part of the mouse MOLT reacted specifically with multipolar OLs
possessing radially oriented processes that penetrated into the gray matter. More
cells were detected in the white matter, and these had longitudinally oriented proc-
esses. In a rat OL lineage culture system, oligodendrocyte precursor cells did not ini-
tially produce MOLT mRNA and protein, but when they begun to differentiate into
mature OLs, they started expressing MOLT. Consequently, MOLT may function as OLs
become mature and may serve as a cell-surface marker for OL differentiation.

Key words: differentiation, glial cell, myelination, oligodendrocyte, oligodendrocyte
precursor cell.

Abbreviations: AA, amino acid residue; DIV, day in vitro; GAPDH, glyceraldehyde-3-phosphate dehydrogenase;
GFAP, glial fibrillary acidic protein; E-MEM, Eagle’s minimal essential medium; FBS, fetal bovine serum; HBCE,
human brain capillary endothelial cell; hMCT, COS-7 cells transfected with h-MOLT cDNA; HSMEC, human skin
microvessel endothelial cell; HUVEC, human umbilical vein endothelial cell; MAG, myelin-associated glycopro-
tein; MBP, myelin basic protein; mMCT, COS-7 cells transfected by m-MOLT cDNA; MOG, myelin/oligodendrocyte
glycoprotein; MOLT, mature oligodendrocyte transmembrane protein; O-2A, oligodendrocyte-type 2 astrocyte pro-
genitor cell; OL, oligodendrocyte; OPC, oligodendrocyte precursor cell; D-PBS, Dulbecco’s phosphate-buffered
saline; PDGF, platelet-derived growth factor; PLP, proteolipid protein; RACE, rapid amplification of cDNA ends;
RT, room temperature; SMA, smooth muscle actin; vWF, von Willebrand factor.

The central nervous system comprises the brain and the
spinal cord, which contain nerve cells and their processes
together with various many specialized support cells,
namely astrocytes, oligodendrocytes (OLs), and micro-
glial cells, which are collectively called the glia. OLs, the
myelin-producing cells of the central nervous system,
are perineuronal and may serve to regulate the micro-
environment around neurons. Characterization of spe-
cific markers of OLs has increased our knowledge of the
stages of OL maturation in vivo and in vitro. The sequen-
tial expression of markers identifies the stages of the
lineage of the OL development characterized by prolifer-
ative capacities, migratory activities, and drastic mor-
phological changes (1).

The presence of oligodendrocyte precursor cells (OPCs)

let-derived growth factor (PDGF) receptor antibody and
anti-NG2 antibody (2). Premature OLs were also charac-
teristically detected by O4 (3), and mature OLs were pos-
sibly stained by immunological markers that also
strongly stain myelin. Therefore, their processes and
cytoplasm were mostly masked, so that it was sometimes
difficult for OLs to be preferentially recognized. Further,
as maturation of OLs proceeds the staining of myelin
basic protein (MBP) and proteolipid protein (PLP)
decreases, since the concentration of these proteins in the
cytoplasm and processes decreases; and, therefore, anti-
bodies against these proteins do not function as good
markers (4). Thus, it is prerequisite to have specific
markers that recognize mature OLs in vivo and thus
allow the study of their biological function.

In previous studies, primary cultures of OPCs from
newborn rats made an important contribution to the
study of OL differentiation (5–7). Many OL differentia-
tion markers were first identified in tissue cultures. Raff
et al. prepared OPCs from perinatal rat optic nerve and
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cultured them. These were bipolar cells, formerly called
oligodendrocyte-type 2 astrocyte progenitor cell (O-2A),
and were able to differentiate into OLs and type 2 astro-
cytes that produced glial fibrillary acidic protein (GFAP)
(8) under appropriate culture conditions. OPCs were rec-
ognized by their reactivity with A2B5 monoclonal anti-
body (6, 9, 10), anti-PDGF receptor antibody (11), and
anti-NG2 antibody (12, 13). These cells were shown to
differentiate into pre-mature OLs, which were becoming
multipolar and could be marked by a monoclonal anti-
body, O4, that reacted with sulfatide, seminolipid, and to
some extent with cholesterol (14), and sequentially into
mature OLs, which were also multipolar in shape but
also contained long processes forming a myelin sheath.
These OLs were recognized by O1 antibody, which
reacted with galactocerebroside, monogalactosyl diglyc-
eride and psychosine (14, 15) and with myelin structural
proteins such as MBP, PLP, myelin-associated glycopro-
tein (MAG) and myelin/oligodendrocyte glycoprotein
(MOG) (1). In primary cell cultures, the discrete stages of
OL differentiation from neural stem cells to mature OLs
can be reproduced quite faithfully. However, although
some markers are very useful in culture to determine the
sequence of maturation and ultimately its mechanism,
they may be more difficult to use in situ, because some of
them are present on other cell types in vivo (1).

The major function of mature OLs is to form a myelin
sheath around most of the axons in the central nervous
system. Multiple sclerosis is a representative demyeli-
nating disease and is characterized by multifocal loss of
myelin, OLs, and axons (16). Since OLs form the myelin
sheath as their maturation proceeds, the polypeptides
that are produced by the mature OLs could function for
myelination. The identification of such polypeptides pro-
duced by these mature OLs should help to solve the
mechanism of myelination and/or pathogenesis of multi-
ple sclerosis.

Our original purpose in this study was to isolate genes
closely involved in blood-brain barrier function, for which
we adopted the strategy of cloning cDNAs by subtracted
hybridization (17). Our idea was that such genes might
be expressed specifically in brain capillary endothelial
cells, and therefore we subtracted cDNAs of human brain
capillary endothelial cells from those of endothelial cells
outside of the brain. Although the cloning experiment
proceeded nicely, we realized later that the original cell
line was a mixture of endothelial cells, astrocytes and
other cells and unexpectedly but successfully isolated a
clone originated from OLs. This present communication
describes the isolation of a previously unrecognized gene,
MOLT, which is not expressed by cultured OPCs but is
active in mature OLs. We also generated a polyclonal
antibody against MOLT and found that it did not stain
the myelin but stained the entire cytoplasm including the
processes of mature OLs in the white matter and the
gray matter. This antibody may thus serve as a useful
tool to further explore the biological function and differ-
entiation of OLs.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Animals—All animal experiments were carried out in
accordance with the Guidelines for Animal Experiments

at Okayama University Medical School, Japanese Gov-
ernment Animal Protection and Management Law (No.
105), and Japanese Government Notification on Feeding
and Safekeeping of Animals (No. 6).

Cells—Human brain capillary endothelial cells (HBCEs),
human skin microvessel endothelial cells (HSMECs) and
human umbilical vein endothelial cells (HUVECs) were
obtained by procedures described previously (18).

After several passages, we stained HBCEs, HSMECs,
and HUVECs with anti-von Willebrand factor (vWF),
GFAP, and smooth muscle actin (SMA) antibodies as gen-
eral markers for endothelial cells, astrocytes, and smooth
muscle cells, respectively. HBCEs always showed strong
signals for vWF but sometimes faint signals for GFAP
and SMA. HSMECs and HUVECs were immunopositive
with anti-vWF antibody but not with either anti-GFAP or
SMA antibodies.

COS-7 cells were obtained from RIKEN Cell Bank and
cultured in Dulbecco’s modified Eagle medium (Sigma)
supplemented with 10% fetal bovine serum (FBS; JRH
Bioscience). These cells were transfected, by the lipofec-
tion method using Lipofectamine 2000 reagent (Invitro-
gen), with pcDNA3.1/V5-His vector (Invitrogen) bearing
the inserted genes of interest, according to the manufac-
turer’s instructions. The pcDNA3.1/V5-His construct for
transfection contained the inserted cDNA of the full-
length coding sequence of human MOLT (h-MOLT)
(Met1–Val1099) or mouse MOLT (m-MOLT) (Met1–
Val1097) fused to a V5 and His tag at the end of its C-ter-
minus.

Oligodendrocyte Lineage Cell Culture—OL lineage cell
cultures were prepared as described previously (19).
Briefly, OPC and OL cultures were prepared from an E16
rat cerebrum, which was mechanically dissociated
through 140-�m-pore stainless mesh. The cells were fur-
ther dissociated by pipetting the tissue suspension in and
out of a fire-polished Pasteur pipette, suspended, centri-
fuged, and resuspended in 10% FBS/Eagle’s minimal
essential medium (E-MEM, Invitrogen) and finally
sieved twice through 70-�m-pore nylon mesh. Dispersed
cells were seeded on poly L-lysine (100 �g/ml)–coated 90-
mm-diameter culture dishes at a density of 1 � 107 cells/
dish. Cells were incubated in an atmosphere of 90% air
and 10% CO2 and approximately 98% humidity at 37�C.
After 7 d of culture, the cells were passaged by digestion
with 0.05% trypsin in Dulbecco’s phosphate-buffered
saline (D-PBS, Invitrogen) (1st passage). They were then
resuspended in 10% FBS/E-MEM, sieved through a 10-
�m-pore nylon mesh, and cultured for 7 d at a density of 8
� 106 cells per non-coated culture dish. After 7 d of cul-
ture, the cells were passaged with 0.05% trypsin in D-
PBS, then cultured for 2 d in 10% FBS/E-MEM at a den-
sity of 3 � 106 cells per non-coated Petri dish (2nd pas-
sage). Thereafter, the medium was changed to serum-free
chemically defined Dulbecco’s modified Eagle medium
supplemented with 10 �g/ml insulin, 0.5 �g/ml transfer-
rin, 100 �g/ml bovine serum albumin, 60 ng/ml progester-
one, 16 �g/ml putrescine, 40 ng/ml sodium selenite, 60 ng/
ml N-acetyl-L-cysteine, 5 �M forskolin, and 10 ng/ml
PDGF-AA (6), and the OPCs were cultured for another 2
d. To induce differentiation, OPCs were cultured continu-
ously with 30 ng/ml triiodothyronine, 40 ng/ml thyroxine,
and 10 ng/ml neurotrophin-3, but without PDGF, for 3–5
J. Biochem.

http://jb.oxfordjournals.org/


MOLT Is Expressed by Mature Oligodendrocytes 233

 at C
hanghua C

hristian H
ospital on Septem

ber 29, 2012
http://jb.oxfordjournals.org/

D
ow

nloaded from
 

d. All of these procedures were necessary to eliminate
neurons and astrocytes.

cDNA Cloning—The PCR select cDNA subtraction
method (Clontech) was employed for cDNA cloning. Poly
(A+) RNAs were isolated from HBCEs, HSMECs and
HUVECs according to the standard protocol (20). Tester
cDNAs were obtained from 2 �g of Poly (A+) RNA from
HBCEs, and driver cDNAs were obtained from 1 �g each
of Poly (A+) RNA from HSMECs and HUVECs. The sub-
traction hybridization was performed by the method rec-
ommended by Clontech. Finally, the subtracted PCR
products were subcloned into the pAMP10 vector by the
method used by the pAMP10 system (GIBCOBRL).

Since we obtained the interesting subtracted clone
120, 5� and 3� RACE were performed based on the se-
quence of 120 by using a Human Fetal Brain Marathon-
Ready cDNA library (Clontech) according to the manu-
facturer’s protocol. Primers for the first PCR of 5� RACE
were 5�-CCATCCTAATACGACTCACTATAGGGC-3� (AP1
primer) and 5�-AACTCCATCGTGATGAGTAGCGAGG-
3�. The nested PCR primers of 5� RACE were 5�-ACTCAC-
TATAGGGCTCGAGCGGC-3� (AP2 primer) and 5�-TAA-
GTGGGTCTGCCAGGATCTGG-3�. For 3� RACE, the first
primers were AP1 and 5�-CCATACAGCCTCAGCCAAT-
GACCCC-3�, and the nested primers were AP2 and 5�-
CCAGGATGTGTAGCAACGGTGCC-3�. The PCR was
performed with LA Taq (Takara).

A mouse brain cDNA library (Clontech) was repeatedly
used to screen for cDNAs covering the entire coding
region of the m-MOLT. 5� RACE was employed by using a
Mouse Brain Marathon-Ready cDNA library (Clontech).

For cloning rat MOLT (r-MOLT) cDNAs, RT-PCR was
performed with degenerated PCR primers according to
the sequences of h- and m-MOLT. 5� RACE was per-
formed with a Rat Brain Marathon-Ready cDNA library
(Clontech).

Northern Blot Analysis—Total RNA was isolated from
cultured cells by the standard protocol (20), electro-
phoresed on 1% agarose gel under denaturing conditions,
blotted onto a Hybond nylon filter (Amersham Pharma-
cia Biotech), and hybridized with the probes specific to h-
MOLT labeled with [32P]dCTP by random priming (Amer-
sham Pharmacia Biotech). All images were processed for
publication using Adobe® Photoshop™ v5.0.

PCR Analysis of cDNA Library and RT-PCR of Oli-
godendrocyte mRNA—cDNAs from multiple human tis-
sue cDNA panels (Clontech) were analyzed by PCR using
the primers 5�-CCACCAGGAACTCCATCGTG-3� and 5�-
CGACGCACACATTCCAGAGT-3�, which were designed
from the h-MOLT sequence. Reaction mixtures were
amplified for 35 cycles of denaturation at 94�C for 30 s,
annealing at 60�C for 60 s, and polymerization at 72�C
for 50 s. PCR products (5 �l) were analyzed on 1% agarose
gel with ethidium bromide and visualized by UV.

Total RNA extracted from equal amounts of RNA (25
ng) from cultured OLs was reverse transcribed by using
Superscript RNaseH-reverse transcriptase II (GIBCO-
BRL) and random primers for 60 m at 42�C and heated
for 10 m at 95�C to stop the reaction. The synthesized
cDNA (1 �l) was amplified in a total volume of 15 �l with
0.5 U AmpliTaqGold DNA polymerase (Perkin-Elmer) in
the presence of 0.25 mM dNTP, 1 mM MgCl2 and 25 pmol
each of two primers for the r-MOLT fragment (633 bp): 5�-

primer TGTCTTCGTCAATGGGAAGG and 3�-primer
CTCATCCAACACTGTGATGG. The PCR product of 18S-
rRNA (488 bp) was used as an internal control. Reaction
mixtures were amplified for 30 cycles of denaturation at
94�C for 30 s, annealing at 56�C for 30 s, and polymeriza-
tion at 72�C for 50 s for r-MOLT and 18S-rRNA. PCR
products (10 �l) were analyzed on 3% NeuSieve 3:1 agar-
ose gel (FMC) and visualized by UV after ethidium bro-
mide staining. These signals were semiquantified by
IPLab Gel.

Antibodies—Rabbit polyclonal antibody (Ab238) was
raised against the peptide 238CAKEDSRKSGGTPAGH-
NDVDE258 (prepared by Sawady Technology) selected
from the m-MOLT amino acid sequence and affinity-puri-
fied by using the peptide. The antibodies used for West-
ern blotting and immunohistochemistry were the follow-
ing: mouse monoclonal antibody (mAb) anti-GFAP (GA5)
and mouse mAb anti-� actin from Sigma-Aldrich; mouse
mAb anti-V5, from Invitrogen Corp, polyclonal anti-NG2
antibody from Dr. Stallcup, and O1 from American Type
Culture Collection. As secondary antibodies, FITC-conju-
gated, affinity-purified, goat anti-rabbit IgG with mini-
mal cross-reaction to IgGs of other species (Jackson
Immunoresearch Laboratories) and HRP-conjugated goat
anti-rabbit and anti-mouse IgG (Cappel) were used.

Western Blot Analysis—To obtain cell extracts, we
washed cultured cells with PBS briefly, added 2% Triton
X-100, 1% DTT, and 9 M urea in PBS to the dish, and
scraped the cells off the dish surface. The scraped cells
and extraction fluid were centrifuged at 12,000 rpm for 5
m at 4�C, and the supernatant was used as the sample for
SDS-PAGE. The samples were electrophoresed in 10%
SDS-PAGE gels, transferred onto nitrocellulose mem-
branes (Advantech), and sequentially incubated with pri-
mary antibody and secondary antibody conjugated to
HRP (Cappel), with a washing step between each incuba-
tion step. The peroxidase was visualized by use of ECL
reagents (Amersham Pharmacia Biotech). All images
were processed for publication by using Adobe® Pho-
toshop™ v5.0.

Immunohistochemical Analysis—Immunohisochemistry
was performed as described previously (21, 22) with
slight modifications. In brief, cryostat sections (10 �m)
were prepared from adult BALB/c murine brain embed-
ded in OCT medium (Sakura) after the brain had been
snap-frozen in hexane cooled by liquid nitrogen. The sec-
tions were fixed with acetone for 10 m at 4�C, blocked
with 1% bovine serum albumin for 1 h, and sequentially
incubated with primary antibody and secondary antibody
diluted with blocking solution. The samples were exam-
ined under a BX50 microscope (Olympus) equipped with
an AxioVision system (Carl Zeiss). A 10� or 20� UplanFl
objective lens was used. All images were processed for
publication by using Adobe® Photoshop™ v5.0.

Immunocytochemical Analysis—For cell-surface stain-
ing with O1 and Ab238 antibodies, OLs growing on cover-
glasses were fixed with 4% paraformaldehyde solution
for 15 m at RT. After washing, the cells were incubated
with the primary antibody Ab238 over night at 4�C,
washed again, and incubated with Alexa Fluor 488-con-
jugated anti-rabbit IgG (1:3000, Molecular Probes) for 1 h
at RT. After incubation with the secondary antibody, the
cells were incubated with the primary O1 antibody (1:50)
Vol. 134, No. 2, 2003
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for 1 h at RT, washed, and incubated with Alexa Fluor
594-conjugated anti-mouse IgM (1:1,500, Molecular
Probes) for 1 h at RT.

Stained cells were mounted on slide-glasses by using
Vectashield® mounting medium (Vector Lab.). Fluores-
cence microscopy was performed with a Zeiss confocal
laser scanning LSM510 system equipped with an
inverted microscope (Axiophot; Carl Zeiss).

RESULTS

Molecular Cloning of MOLT—Our original purpose
was to clone cDNAs specific for brain endothelial cells;
and, therefore, we subtracted cDNAs of HSMECs and
HUVECs from those of HBCEs. By the subtracted
hybridization, we characterized 189 clones, from which
we identified 13 independent clones by nucleotide
sequence and Northern blot analyses. They were all rela-
tively highly expressed in HBCE. One of these clones,
called 120, displayed a weak expression of mRNA of
approximately 5.5 kb in size in HBCEs, but none in
HSMECs and HUVECs, by Northern blot analysis (Fig.
1). This is the clone we characterized further and desig-
nated MOLT as its coding protein in this report. To
extend the clone in both 5� and 3� directions, we con-
ducted 5� and 3� RACE and isolated two clones, both of
which overlapped with the original 120 clone at its 5� and
3� ends. Nucleotide sequence analysis revealed that the
cDNA had a total size of 5,790 bp, of which the central
3,297 bp represented a coding sequence of 1,099 amino
acid residues (AAs; Accession number: AB061814), as
shown in Fig. 2. A part of the coding sequence had
already been deposited in the DNA database as
KIAA1944 protein (Accession number: BAB85530).

To isolate mouse cDNAs, we screened a mouse brain
cDNA library (Clontech) by use of the human cDNA as
probe and obtained two cDNAs that were separated from
each other. To cover these 2 cDNAs, we performed RT-
PCR and extended the 5� end by 5� RACE. The size of the
open reading frame was 1097 AAs (Accession number:
AB100355), 2 AAs shorter than the human counterpart.
The nucleotide sequence of m-MOLT has been made pub-
lic as an unnamed protein product (Accession number:
BAC38810).

Fig. 1. Northern blot analysis for the h-MOLT mRNA. (A) Total
RNA (15 �g) samples isolated from HBCE (lane 1), HSMEC (lane 2),
and HUVEC (lane 3) were electrophoresed on 1% agarose gels, blot-
ted onto nylon filters, and hybridized with the h-MOLT-specific
probe. A thick arrow indicates the location of h-MOLT mRNA. Loca-
tions where the 28S and 18S rRNAs migrated are indicated at the
left side. (B) The ethidium bromide staining pattern following elec-
trophoresis but before blotting is shown in the bottom panel to indi-
cate the location of the 28S and 18S rRNAs.

Fig. 2. Deduced amino acid sequences of the human (upper
line), rat (middle line) and mouse (lower line) MOLT. Putative
hydrophobic signal peptide (1–26, underlined), transmembrane
sequence (921–943 for human and 919–941 for rat and mouse, dot-
ted underline), cysteinyl residues (squares), and the peptide
sequence against which Ab238 antibody was raised (doubled under-
lines) are marked. Identical amino acid residues among human, rat,
and mouse MOLTs are colored with a gray background. Accession
numbers for h-MOLT, r-MOLT, and m-MOLT are AB061814,
AB100356, and AB100355, respectively.
J. Biochem.
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In the cloning of the rat counterpart, we designed
primers for the regions where the mouse and human
sequences were highly homologous, performed the degen-
erate PCR method, and isolated two cDNAs. The
sequence between these two cDNAs was covered by a
long PCR, and the uncovered 5� end region was reached
by 5� RACE. Thus, the entire cDNA was completed and
the deduced amino acid sequence was found to be 1097
AAs (Accession number: AB100356), the same as that of
the mouse sequence, and again two AAs shorter than the
human one. No rat sequence has been reported in the
database yet.

MOLT was highly conserved between human and rat
with an identity of 83.4% and between human and mouse
with one of 83.2% (Fig. 2). From its amino acid sequence,
h-MOLT was predicted to include an N-terminal hydro-
phobic signal peptide (Met1–Lys26) and a trans-
membrane region (Tyr921–Leu943) by using a simple
modular architecture research tool (http://smart.embl-
heidelberg.de/). Seven predicted N-glycosylation sites
(Asp72, Asp94, Asp314, Asp505, Asp805, Asp821, and
Asp969) were obtained with the ScanProsite program
(http://kr.expasy.org/tools/scanprosite/); two predicted O-
glycosylation sites (Ser1032 and Thr1036) were found by
using the NetOGlyc 2.0 Prediction Server (http://
www.cbs.dtu.dk/services/NetOGlyc/); and several phos-
phorylation sites for different kinases were revealed by
the NetPhos 2.0 program (http://www.cbs.dtu.dk/services/
NetPhos/).

Tissue Distribution of h-MOLT mRNA—The expres-
sion of h-MOLT mRNA in various tissues was examined
by RT-PCR using a multiple human tissue cDNA panel
(Clontech) and primers designed from the h-MOLT
sequence. As shown in Fig. 3, h-MOLT mRNA was highly
expressed in the brain, but was also detected in the lung,
pancreas, and testis. We also confirmed the m-MOLT
expression in the mouse brain and lung by Northern blot
analysis (data not shown).

Rabbit Anti MOLT Polyclonal Antibody (Ab238) Reacts
with m-MOLT—To identify translation products of the
m-MOLT mRNA, we raised polyclonal antibody Ab238,
which was specific for a portion of the mouse sequence,
238CAKEDSRKSGGTPAGHNDVDE258. The specificity
of the antibody was confirmed by Western blot analysis.
Adult mouse whole brain extracts, cell extracts prepared
from the human and mouse MOLT transfectants (hMCT
and mMCT, respectively) and parental COS-7 cells were
used as samples for SDS-PAGE. On Western blotting

with anti-V5 mAb (Fig. 4B), two bands of 150–160 kDa
bands were detected from the mMCT extract (Fig. 4B,
lane 2) and hMCT extract (Fig. 4B, lane 3) but not the
COS-7 extract (Fig. 4B, lane 4). The size of these bands
was as expected considering the fused tag sequence to
MOLTs and predicted glycosylation, since the calculated
molecular mass of both h-MOLT and m-MOLT was
approximately 130 kDa. The presence of the two bands
might represent different forms of post-translational
modification. Western blotting with Ab238 (Fig. 4A)
revealed almost the same bands of 150–160 kDa (Fig. 4A,
lane 2) from the extract of mMCT, but not from the
extract of hMCT (Fig. 4A, lane 3) or COS-7 (Fig. 4A, lane
4). These results indicate that Ab238 antibody can specif-
ically react with m-MOLT. To detect m-MOLT protein
from mouse brain, we performed Western blotting with
Ab238. A faint but substantial band around 150 kDa was
detected from the mouse brain extract (Fig. 4A, lane 1),
which indicated that m-MOLT was expressed in mouse
brain.

Distribution of MOLT in the Adult Mouse Brain—The
location of MOLT in the brain was identified by immuno-
histochemistry with Ab238 and with GA5, a monoclonal
antibody against GFAP (Fig. 5). Cells positively stained
by Ab238 in the mouse brain parenchyma were multipo-
lar and often located next to astrocytes in the white mat-
ter and the gray matter of cerebral cortex. In the gray
matter they appeared as OLs with radially oriented proc-
esses (Fig. 5A). The immunopositive cells in the white
matter looked like OLs lying within the corpus callosum
and bearing longitudinally oriented processes (Fig. 5B).
Positive cells in the white matter and the gray matter
showed a ratio of approximately 5:1 as counted within
the same area, and so they were much more abundant in
the corpus callosum. MOLT-positive cells were also
observed in white matter in the spinal cord and in the
optic nerve (data not shown). When we double-stained
them with Ab238 and antibody against a microglial
marker, Mac1, or against neurofilament, a marker for
neurons, the MOLT-positive cells were negative for both
of these other markers (data not shown). The amino acid

Fig. 3. Tissue distribution of h-MOLT mRNA. PCR products
were amplified from multiple human tissue cDNA panels (Clontech)
by using primers designed from the h-MOLT sequence. (A) h-MOLT
mRNA was detected in the brain, lung, pancreas, and testis. (B)
GAPDH mRNA was amplified as an internal control. Fig. 4. Western blot analysis with Ab238 antibody. Extracts

from adult BALB/c mouse brain (lane 1), and cell lysates of m-
MOLT transfectants, mMCT (lane 2), h-MOLT transfectants, hMCT
(lane 3) and MOCK transfectants (lane 4) were subjected to SDS-
PAGE, followed by Western blot analysis using Ab238 antibody (A),
anti-V5 mAb (B), and anti-�-actin mAb (C). Molecular mass is indi-
cated at the left side of the panels (A–C). MOLT proteins were
detected in mouse brain and mMCT extracts as a 150–160 kDa
product but not in hMCT.
Vol. 134, No. 2, 2003
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sequence of the antigen peptide region of Ab238 is almost
the same as that of the corresponding region of r-MOLT,
and Ab238 was able to stain adult rat brain in a similar
pattern.

MOLT Is Expressed by Mature Oligodendrocytes but Not
by Oligodendrocyte Precursor Cells—To analyze whether
cultured OLs expressed MOLT after their in vitro differ-
entiation, we prepared rat OL lineage cells and induced
the OPCs to differentiate into OLs by incubating them
with triiodothyronine, thyroxine, and neurotrophin-3 but
without PDGF (see “MATERIALS AND METHODS”). To con-
firm the quality of OL lineage cells, we performed immu-
nostaining at 1 d in vitro (DIV) and 5 DIV (Fig. 6A). Of
the cells at 1 DIV, 98% were positive for anti-NG2 poly-

clonal antibody, a marker of OPCs; and of those at 5 DIV,
97% were positive for O1, a marker of mature OLs, indi-
cating that the cells differentiated from OPCs into
mature OLs in this culture system, as reported earlier
(19). OL lineage cells were harvested at 1, 3, 5 DIV, and
their mRNAs were subjected to RT-PCR and used in PCR
experiments to detect the presence of r-MOLT mRNA
(Fig. 6B). r-MOLT mRNAs were detected at 3 and 5 DIV
by RT-PCR, but were not at 1 DIV. This result demon-
strates that OLs started expressing MOLT mRNA in the
course of maturation.

Further, r-MOLT expression was also examined by
double immunostaining of primary rat OL cultures with
Ab238 and O1 (Fig. 6C). Multipolar cells were doubly

Fig. 5. Localization of m-MOLT in cryo-
stat sections of adult mouse brain.
Cryostat coronal sections (10 �m) of fresh
adult murine cerebrum cortex were doubly
immunostained with Ab238 (green fluores-
cence) and GA5 (red fluorescence). (A) An
Ab238-positive cell within the gray matter.
It appeared as OL that possessed radially
oriented processes that extended toward
astrocytes. (B) A few Ab238 positive-cells
within the white matter (corpus callosm).
They also looked like OLs that had longitu-
dinally oriented processes. (C) Without 1st
antibody. Scale bar = 50 �m.

Fig. 6. Mature OLs express r-MOLT in
vitro. (A) OPCs prepared from E16 rat
cerebrum were incubated for differentia-
tion. Cells at 1 DIV and 5 DIV were
stained for anti-NG2 antibody, an OPC
marker, and for O1, an OL marker. Phase-
contrast images of each panel are shown.
Note that most of the 1 DIV and 5 DIV
cells were positive for anti-NG2 antibody
and O1, respectively. We could not detect
astrocytes or neuronal cells when the cul-
tures were stained for specific markers
(data not shown). Scale bar = 20 �m. (B)
Ethidium bromide staining of RT-PCR
samples generated from OL lineage cells
at 1 DIV, 3 DIV, and 5 DIV. Note that r-
MOLT mRNA was detected by RT-PCR in
3 DIV and 5 DIV samples, but not in the 1
DIV one. (C) r-MOLT was detected in
mature OLs in vitro. r-MOLT expression
was also examined by double immunos-
taining of primary rat OL cultures at 5
DIV with Ab238 and O1. Note that the
three cells reacted positively with both
antibodies. Scale bar=20 �m.
J. Biochem.
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immunolabeled with Ab238 and O1. With anti-NG2 poly-
clonal antibody and Ab238, however, they were positive
only with Ab238 antibody (data not shown). These
results also demonstrate that r-MOLT was expressed by
mature OLs, not by OPCs.

DISCUSSION

Characterization and Expression of MOLT—We isolated
a novel protein sequence by cDNA isolation and desig-
nated it as MOLT. Coding sequences deduced from our
isolated mouse, rat and human cDNAs contained signal
peptides and transmembrane domains but other func-
tional domain structures were not evident. An extensive
computer search did not show any protein family corre-
sponding to MOLT, and therefore the function of MOLT is
not yet known. We predicted the genomic structure of h-
MOLT based on its cDNA sequence by using the BLAST
search against the human genome draft sequences (http:/
/www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/BLAST/). The h-MOLT gene was
composed of 9 exons, and its chromosomal location was
12q24.3. It is interesting to note that the gene encom-
passes a stretch of 850 kb, although the related disease
loci have not been found within this stretch or in a neigh-
boring region.

Earlier, a part of the h-MOLT sequence was deposited
in the GenBank/EMBL/DDBJ databases as KIAA1944
protein (23), which had been cloned as an extension of the
human cDNA project for accumulating sequences of uni-
dentified genes. The source of mRNA for this cDNA of
KIAA1944 was human fetal brain, where more OPCs and
fewer OLs would be present.

MOLT was found to be expressed in the brain, lung,
pancreas, and testis by RT-PCR as shown in Fig. 3. KIAA
1944 seemed to be brain-specific from the results of
ELISA RT-PCR (http://www.kazusa.or.jp/huge/gfpage/
KIAA1944/). This difference in specificity could be due to
difference in sensitivity in the two experiments, both of
which employed RT-PCR.

The entire nucleotide sequence corresponding to
m-MOLT was defined by the RIKEN Mouse Gene Ency-
clopedia Project and made available to the public through
the FANTOM database (http://fantom.gsc.riken.go.jp/). It
contains more than 99.9% identity to our m-MOLT, and
therefore we think that they are identical. It was
expressed in the adult hippocampus, and the mouse gene
contains 9 exons and was assigned to chromosome 5.

Ab238 Antibody—Earlier investigators reported some
antibodies that were able to stain the cytoplasm of OLs,
but these antibodies were not necessarily useful. These
include antibodies against galactocerebroside, the major
galactosphingolipid of myelin, for instance, R-mAb (24)
and O1 (14, 15). They stained cultured OLs and frozen
sections but were not good for staining embedded tissues.
Antibodies against carbonic anhydrase II stained rat OLs
(25), and monoclonal antibodies against RIP (26) and
transferrin (27) seemed to stain the cytoplasm of OLs
from rat tissues. However, antibodies against MBP,
MAG, PLP, 2�,3�-cyclic nucleotide-3�-phosphohydrolase,
and MOG strongly stained myelin, and therefore they
covered the positively-stained processes and cell body of
OLs. We tried to double-stain brain tissues using anti-

bodies against O1, carbonic anhydrase II, and RIP with
Ab238, but this failed because the necessary conditions
for Ab238 staining were not suitable for the other anti-
bodies. We also tried with antibodies against MBP and
PLP, but they reacted so strongly with material in the
white matter, as expected, that we could not recognize
the positive fluorescence staining for Ab238. However,
when we used Ab238 alone, it specifically stained OLs
and showed a low background, making it a good immu-
noreagent to detect processes and cytoplasm of OLs. It
was possible to double-stain with Ab238 and antibodies
against an astrocyte marker, GFAP, a microglial marker,
Mac1 and a marker for neurons, neurofilament. The
results showed that the Ab238 staining was distinct from
that with anti-GFAP, Mac1, or neurofilament, and so we
consider that it was possible to rule out the staining of
glial cells with Ab238.

It is interesting to know exactly which population of
OLs is positive for Ab238. The present result showed that
Ab238-positive OLs in adult mouse brain seem to be lim-
ited to those positive for antibodies to myelin protein, for
example, anti-2�,3�-cyclic nucleotide-3�-phosphohydro-
lase (28). The Ab238 antibody could recognize a specific
population among OLs, and extended studies in vivo
using this antibody may contribute to new knowledge of
OL biology.

Oligodendrocyte Differentiation and MOLT Expres-
sion—In previous studies on the origin and differentia-
tion of OLs, glial progenitor cells or clonal analysis were
used to examine OL development (5–7, 19). OPCs iso-
lated from rat optic nerve or brain were cultured under
different conditions to allow them to produce marker pro-
teins. Continued maturation of OPCs resulted in ele-
vated expression of the major MBP, PLP, MAG, and MOG
(1). In the present study, we identified the previously
unknown protein MOLT, which was specific to OLs and
whose expression increased as OPCs developed into OLs.
It is interesting to note that MOLT seems to locate not
with myelin proteins but at the cell surface of OLs. Mye-
lination takes place in mature OLs at the terminal differ-
entiation stage, where expression of MBP and PLP genes
are usually upregulated (29). Myelination requires a
number of sequential steps in the maturation of OL cell
lineage (1), which are accompanied by a coordinated
change in the expression of cell-surface antigens often
recognized by monoclonal antibodies such as O1.
Although we succeeded in dual staining for r-MOLT and
a mature OL marker, O1 antigen, not all cells positive for
O1 antigen were stained with MOLT antibody. We do not
yet know which population of mature OLs was MOLT-
positive. Approximately 60% of the cultured cells at 5
DIV were positive for MBP and PLP (19). MOLT was
expressed by these OLs at 5 DIV, and thus we think that
the mature OLs are able to produce MOLT RNA as well
as protein. Although further characterization of MOLT is
needed, this protein that is specifically expressed in
mature OLs can now be utilized together with other
markers such as MBP and PLP to investigate the mecha-
nism of OL differentiation. Extensive research will be
needed to investigate the function of MOLT and deter-
mine if it is involved in the myelin repair process after
dysmyelination or demyelination.
Vol. 134, No. 2, 2003

http://www.kazusa.or.jp/huge/gfpage/KIAA1944/
http://fantom.gsc.riken.go.jp/
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/BLAST/
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/BLAST/
http://www.kazusa.or.jp/huge/gfpage/KIAA1944/
http://jb.oxfordjournals.org/


238 H. Nomoto et al.

 at C
hanghua C

hristian H
ospital on Septem

ber 29, 2012
http://jb.oxfordjournals.org/

D
ow

nloaded from
 

The authors thank Drs. Makoto Sawada and Nobuhiko Ohmori
for critical information on microglial culture and other com-
ments. We also thank Dr. Satoshi Hirohata and other mem-
bers of the lab for their continuous support and valuable sug-
gestions. This work was supported in part by a Grant-in-Aid
for Scientific Research, 14370434 (YN), from the Japan Soci-
ety for the Promotion of Science.

REFERENCES

1. Baumann, N. and Pham-Dinh, D. (2001) Biology of oli-
godendrocyte and myelin in the mammalian central nervous
system. Physiol. Rev. 81, 871–927

2. Nishiyama, A., Chang, A., and Trapp, B.D. (1999) NG2+ glial
cells: a novel glial cell population in the adult brain. J. Neu-
ropathol. Exp. Neurol. 58, 1113–1124

3. Ono, K., Bansal, R., Payne, J., Rutishauser, U., and Miller, R.H.
(1995) Early development and dispersal of oligodendrocyte
precursors in the embryonic chick spinal cord. Development
121, 1743–1754

4. Hartman, B.K., Agrawal, H.C., Agrawal, D., and Kalmbach, S.
(1982) Development and maturation of central nervous system
myelin: comparison of immunohistochemical localization of
proteolipid protein and basic protein in myelin and oli-
godendrocytes. Proc. Natl Acad. Sci. USA 79, 4217–4220

5. Itoh, K., Sakurai, Y., Asou, H., and Umeda, M. (2000) Differen-
tial expression of alternatively spliced neural cell adhesion
molecule L1 isoforms during oligodendrocyte maturation. J.
Neurosci. Res. 60, 579–586

6. Raff, M.C., Miller, R.H., and Noble, M. (1983) A glial progenitor
cell that develops in vitro into an astrocyte or an oligodendro-
cyte depending on culture medium. Nature, 303, 390–396

7. Temple, S. and Raff, M.C. (1986) Clonal analysis of oli-
godendrocyte development in culture: evidence for a develop-
mental clock that counts cell divisions. Cell 44, 773–779

8. Raff, M.C. (1989) Glial cell diversification in the rat optic
nerve. Science 243, 1450–1455

9. Eisenbarth, G.S., Walsh, F.S., and Nirenberg, M. (1979) Mono-
clonal antibody to a plasma membrane antigen of neurons.
Proc. Natl Acad. Sci. USA 76, 4913–4917

10. Raff, M.C., Abney, E.R., Cohen, J., Lindsay, R., and Noble, M.
(1983) Two types of astrocytes in cultures of developing rat
white matter: differences in morphology, surface gangliosides,
and growth characteristics. J. Neurosci. 3, 1289–1300

11. Ellison, J.A. and de Vellis, J. (1994) Platelet-derived growth
factor receptor is expressed by cells in the early oligodendro-
cyte lineage. J. Neurosci. Res. 37, 116–128

12. Nishiyama, A., Lin, X.H., Giese, N., Heldin, C.H., and Stallcup,
W.B. (1996) Co-localization of NG2 proteoglycan and PDGF
alpha-receptor on O2A progenitor cells in the developing rat
brain. J. Neurosci. Res. 43, 299–314

13. Stallcup, WB. (1981) The NG2 antigen, a putative lineage
marker: immunofluorescent localization in primary cultures of
rat brain. Dev. Biol. 83, 154–165

14. Bansal, R., Warrington, A.E., Gard AL., Ranscht, B., and
Pfeiffer, SE. (1989) Multiple and novel specificities of mono-
clonal antibodies O1, O4, and R-mAb used in the analysis of
oligodendrocyte development. J. Neurosci. Res. 24, 548–557

15. Sommer, I. and Schachner, M. (1981) Monoclonal antibodies
(O1 to O4) to oligodendrocyte cell surfaces: an immunocytolog-
ical study in the central nervous system. Dev. Biol. 83, 311–327

16. Storch, M. and Lassmann, H. (1997) Pathology and pathogene-
sis of demyelinating diseases. Curr. Opin. Neurol. 10, 186–192

17. Yonezawa, T., Ohtsuka, A., Yoshitaka, T., Hirano, S., Nomoto,
H., Yamamoto, K., and Nimomiya, Y. (2003) Limitrin, a Novel
Immunoglobulin superfamily Protein Localized to Glia Limi-
tans Formed by Astrocyte Endfeet. Glia (in press)

18. Yamamoto, K., Yamamoto, M., Ooyama, T., and Nagai, Y.
(1992) Type I collagen fibril formation by human vascular
endothelial cells in culture. Artery 19, 112–122

19. Itoh, K. (2002) Culture of oligodendrocyte precursor cells
[NG2(+)/O1(–)] and oligodendrocytes [NG2(–)/O1(+)] from
embryonic rat cerebrum. Brain. Res. Protoc. 10, 23–30

20. Sambrook, J., Fritsch, E.F., and Maniatis, T. (1989) Molecular
cloning: A Laboratory Manual. 2nd Ed., Cold Spring Harbor
Laboratory, Cold Spring Harbor, NY

21. Ninomiya, Y., Kagawa, M., Iyama, K., Naito, I., Kishiro, Y.,
Seyer, M.J., Sugimoto, M., Oohashi, T., and Sado, Y. (1995) Dif-
ferential expression of two basement membrane collagen
genes, COL4A6 and COL4A5, demonstrated by immunofluo-
rescence staining using peptide-specific monoclonal antibodies.
J. Cell Biol. 130, 1219–1229

22. Sado, Y., Kagawa, M., Kishiro, Y., Sugihara, K., Naito, I.,
Seyer, J.M., Sugimoto, M., Oohashi, T., and Ninomiya, Y. (1995)
Establishment by the rat lymph node method of epitope-
defined monoclonal antibodies recognizing the six different
alpha chains of human type IV collagen. Histochem. Cell Biol.
104, 267–275

23. Nagase, T., Kikuno, R., and Ohara, O. (2001) Prediction of the
coding sequences of unidentified human genes. XXII. The com-
plete sequences of 50 new cDNA clones which code for large
proteins. DNA Res. 8, 319–327

24. Ranscht, B., Clapshaw, P.A., Price, J., Noble, M., and Seifert, W.
(1982) Development of oligodendrocytes and schwann cells
studied with a monoclonal antibody against garactocerebro-
side. Proc. Natl Acad. Sci. USA 79, 2709–2713

25. Ghandour, M.S., Langley, O.K., Vincendon, G., Gombos, G.,
Filippi, D., Limozin, N., Dalmasso, D., and Laurent, G. (1980)
Immunochemical and immunohistochemical study of carbonic
anhydrase II in adult rat cerebellum: a marker for oli-
godendrocytes. Neuroscience 5, 559–571

26. Friedman, B., Hockfield, S., Black, J.A., Woodruff, K.A., and
Waxman, S.G. (1989) In situ demonstration of mature oli-
godendrocytes and their processes: An immunocytochemical
study with a new monoclonal antibody, Rip. Glia 2, 380–390

27. Bloch, B., Popovici, T., Levin, M.J., Tuil, D., and Kahn, A.
(1985) Transferrin gene expression visualized in oligodendro-
cytes of the rat brain by using in situ hybridization and immu-
nohistochemistry. Proc. Natl Acad. Sci. USA 82, 6706–6710

28. Yuan, X., Chittajallu, R., Belachew, S., Anderson, S., McBain,
C.J., and Gallo, V. (2002) Expression of the green fluorescent
protein in the oligodendrocyte lineage: A transgenic mouse for
developmental and physiological studies. J. Neurosci. Res. 70,
529–545

29. Pfeiffer, S.E., Warrington, A.E., and Bansal, R. (1993) The oli-
godendrocyte and its many cellular processes. Trends Cell Biol.
3, 191–197
J. Biochem.

http://jb.oxfordjournals.org/

	Molecular Cloning of a Novel Transmembrane Protein MOLT Expressed by Mature Oligodendrocytes
	Hiroyuki Nomoto1,2, Tomoko Yonezawa1, Kouichi Itoh3, Katsuhiko Ono4, Kiyotaka Yamamoto5, Toshitak...
	Departments of 1Molecular Biology and Biochemistry and 2Ophthalmology, Neuroscience and Functiona...
	Received April 25, 2003; accepted May 28, 2003

	A novel oligodendrocyte (OL)-specific cDNA was isolated from brain capillary endothelial cells an...
	Key words: differentiation, glial cell, myelination, oligodendrocyte, oligodendrocyte precursor c...
	Abbreviations: AA, amino acid residue; DIV, day in vitro; GAPDH, glyceraldehyde-3-phosphate dehyd...
	MATERIALS AND METHODS
	Animals
	Cells
	Oligodendrocyte Lineage Cell Culture
	cDNA Cloning
	Northern Blot Analysis
	PCR Analysis of cDNA Library and RT-PCR of Oligodendrocyte mRNA
	Antibodies
	Western Blot Analysis
	Immunohistochemical Analysis
	Immunocytochemical Analysis

	RESULTS
	Molecular Cloning of MOLT
	Tissue Distribution of h-MOLT mRNA
	Rabbit Anti MOLT Polyclonal Antibody (Ab238) Reacts with m-MOLT
	Distribution of MOLT in the Adult Mouse Brain
	MOLT Is Expressed by Mature Oligodendrocytes but Not by Oligodendrocyte Precursor Cells

	DISCUSSION
	Characterization and Expression of MOLT
	Ab238 Antibody
	Oligodendrocyte Differentiation and MOLT Expression

	REFERENCES





